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ABSTRACT

In his book The Concept of Mind (1949), Gilbert Ryle denies the existence of the
soul and considers belief in its existence a category mistake. Using a series of
illustrative examples, Ryle explains the nature of category mistakes, generalizing
this concept to the soul, and considering belief in the soul a similar error. While
he accepts the existence of mental states, he argues that, unlike physical states
attributed to the body, non-physical states should not be attributed to an immaterial
substance called the soul. According to Ryle, mental states are nothing more than
behavioral dispositions, and the belief in a substance that underlies these states
stems from a misuse of language. In his view, the soul is merely a name assigned
to the collection of mental states and has no reality beyond language. This study
employs an analytical-critical method to examine and evaluate Ryle’s view.
Although the notion of a category mistake or confusion of categories—which he
employs to deny the existence of the soul—is a valid and well-defined fallacy in
its proper context, its unjustified generalization to the soul is unwarranted.
Aﬂplying the conclusions drawn from Ryle’s exam;lzlles to the soul constitutes a
fallacy of faulty generalization. On the other hand, stron? OPhllosophlcal
arguments have been presented to prove the existence of the soul, demonstrating
that the soul’s reality is undeniable and that a rational and justified belief in its
existence cannot be dismissed as a mere category mistake.
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