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A Critique of the Arguments of Those Who Believe in the Mode of
the Physical Governance of the Angels Administrating the Divine
Decree !

aliasghar rezaei?

ABSTRACT

This study, titled "A Critique of the Arguments of Those Who Believe in
the Mode of the Physical Governance of the Angels Administrating the
Divine Decree," adopts an analytical approach to achieve demonstrative
knowledge regarding the angels entrusted with the governance of the
cosmos, who act as intermediaries of Divine grace in matters of
knowledge, sustenance, life, and death. According to traditionist
theologians' perspective, angels' role in cosmic affairs is physical and
corporeal. However, from the viewpoint of philosopher-theologians, their
function is intellectual, spiritual, and incorporeal. The angels of the
governance of Divine decree, a specific category of angels, mediate the
creation and the constant and absolute flow of Divine grace within the
system of existence. Their governance, akin to their essence, is
incorporeal and metaphysical. This study critiques the views and
arguments of traditionist theologians concerning the nature of the
governance of the angels. It demonstrates that the perspective advocating
for their incorporeal and metaphysical governance is well-founded, while
the opposing view lacks defensibility. The present study is a
philosophical-theological investigation and falls within the realm of
fundamental research projects. Its method is descriptive-analytical, and
the data is collected through library and documentary resources.

Keywords
governance, angels, The administrators of Divine decree, realms of
existence, critique, arguments, theologians.
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@ Leading Article

Criteria for the Epistemic Validity of Religious Experience with
Emphasis on Ibn Arabi’s Viewpoint!

seyyed shahab aldin hosseni 2

ABSTRACT

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the
criteria for the epistemic validity of religious experience, focusing on Ibn
Arabi's thought. Initially, it provides a brief overview of religious
experience and then addresses the criteria and measures by which
religious experiences can be validated. It explores whether religious
experience can prove the existence of God and even a truth such as the
“immateriality of the soul-self,” and whether it can serve as evidence or
proof of God’s existence and the immaterial soul, thereby forming the
basis of believers’ faith and religiosity. Religious experiences are not of a
single rank but are categorized into three types: the religious experience
of ordinary believers, the mystical experience of mystics, and the
experience of the infallible. The epistemic validity of the experiences and
interpretations of the infallible is free from error and represents the
highest form and degree of knowledge. However, there may be errors in
the religious experiences of believers and mystics. Since the non-
infallible experiences are not immune to error, reliable and assured
criteria are necessary to judge the accuracy and validity of the revelations
and claims of experiencers and mystics. For Ibn Arabi, the founder of
theoretical mysticism, as reflected in his works, especially the “Futuhat”
and “Fusus al-Hikam,” and other writings, reports of experiences can be
validated through two means: via the infallible and the non-infallible,
each with its conditions for validity. The author aims to investigate this
issue and explore the various aspects of the discussion.

Keywords
epistemic knowledge, religious experience, mystical experience, value
and validity, Ibn Arabi.
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The Theory of the Primordial Existence of the Universe Based on the
Tafsir al-Mizan and with an Emphasis on the First Sermon of Nahj
al-Balagha !

ghasem Bohloulzadeh 2
Abolhasan Ghafari?

ABSTRACT

The philosophical view on the primordial existence of matter, while
accepting its contingency by Islamic philosophers, has always faced
criticisms, including the inconsistency of this view with certain apparent
aspects of religious texts. This study aims to refute such doubts and
provide a more precise understanding of the religious propositions
regarding the creation of the material world. It employs an analytical and
descriptive approach to examine prominent passages from the first sermon
of Nahj al-Balagha on the creation of the world, based on Ayatollah
Tabataba’i’ Tafsir al-Mizan. Ultimately, it seeks to reconcile the
appearance of Imam Ali’s statements with the philosophical understanding
of the creation of the world. The appearance of expressions in Nahj al-
Balagha indicates the acceptance of the pre-existence of space and
atmosphere before their separation. Imam Ali’s statement, on the antiquity
and non-creation of the material world from nothingness, is consistent and,
in this context, Ayatollah Tabataba'i’s interpretation of creation as the
combination and separation of eternal matter into various forms and the
negation of creation from non-existence can provide the best explanation
for the contingency and creation of the material world while accepting its
eternal existence. This approach avoids atheistic interpretations of
contemporary science or opinions that are incompatible with the
intellectual proof of other disciplines.

Keywords
contingent, primordial, world of matter, atmosphere, Nahj al-Balagha,
Tafsir al-Mizan.
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The Mode of Mental Existence of the Philosophical Secondary
Intelligibles Based on Sadr al-Muta’allihin’s View !

moslem ahmadi 2

ABSTRACT

Sadr al-Muta’allihin (Mulla Sadra) attributes external existence to the
philosophical secondary intelligibles, asserting that these concepts, which
exist in mind, also have corresponding referents in the external world.
According to him, the mode of mental existence of philosophical concepts
differs from that of essential concepts. Unlike essential concepts,
philosophical concepts do not reflect the entirety of the essence and essential
properties of their external referents and, therefore, do not possess mental
existence in the same sense. These concepts are similar to abstract mental
notions, such as "humanity,” which signify their external reality and are
abstracted directly from the essence of that reality. These accidental
concepts signify an essence that is abstracted from the external essence.
However, all the essences and essentials are not transferred to the mind and
are not constituents of them. Only a mode of the modes has transferred to
the mind. This study, through an analytical and critical method, examines
and critiques Sadr al-Muta’allihin’s perspective, presenting three objections:
1. Sadra’s analysis of the mode of mental existence of philosophical
concepts conflicts with his definition of conceptual knowledge ( ‘ilm husili),
which he restricts to essences. 2. When philosophical concepts signify their
external existence in the form of a de re (wajh al-skay’) and provide a weak
knowledge of these concepts, it constitutes an acknowledgment of
conceptual knowledge (‘ilm husili) of these concepts. 3. The arguments for
mental existence are general and apply to philosophical concepts. To resolve
these conflicts, it can be argued, first, that philosophical concepts indeed
have mental existence. Second, a distinction must be made between
exhaustive and non-exhaustive conceptual knowledge, for exhaustive
conceptual knowledge applies to essences, while non-exhaustive conceptual
knowledge pertains to philosophical concepts.

Keywords
mental existence, philosophical secondary intelligibles, Sadr al-
Muta’allihin, conceptual knowledge, primary and common predication.
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The Conformity of Descriptive Relativism with Meta-Ethical
Realism !

Ramezan Mahdavi Azadboni 2

ABSTRACT

Various theories challenge the objectivity of moral judgments, one of
which is the theory of moral skepticism. The advocates of this theory rely
on various evidence and arguments to justify moral skepticism. Among
the primary arguments of moral skeptics is their appeal to descriptive
relativism. According to this theory, the cultures of different societies
comprise diverse elements, including differing moral judgments. This
study examines whether descriptive relativism necessarily leads to moral
skepticism. Using a descriptive-analytical method and a critical
approach, the study seeks to demonstrate that the argument based on
descriptive relativism, apart from its logical flaws and weaknesses, fails
to represent human societies' cultural realities accurately. To achieve this,
the argument of moral skeptics was first presented in the form of modus
tollens condition, and then a critique of the second premise was used to
counter the theory. A detailed investigation of cultural differences
revealed that moral skepticism cannot be grounded in descriptive
relativism. However, moral realism and descriptive relativism are
conformable and can coexist. The devastating consequences of moral
skepticism for human life make its examination unavoidable.

Keywords
descriptive relativism, culture, moral realism, moral skepticism.
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The Analysis and Examination of Mir Damad’s Interpretation of the
Narrations on “Ma ‘rifat Allah bi-Allah” (Knowing Allah through
Allah) !

sajjad Zeyaee 2

ABSTRACT

Mir Damad, in his commentary on the narration “i‘rifiu Allaha bi-
Allah...” (Know Allah through Allah), presents two interpretations.
According to the first interpretation, if Allah’s knowledge is acquired
through intermediaries—by referring to contingent beings (mumkinat)
and testifying through what is other than Allah (ma siwa Allah)—it does
not constitute Ma rifat Allah bi-Allah. However, if knowledge arises
from attentiveness to the nature of existence and one attains Divine
knowledge through this nature, then ma rifat Allah bi-Allah is realized.
In his second interpretation, he explains this form of knowledge as
recognizing Allah through all the attributes of perfection (sifat kamali),
which are identical to the Divine Essence and not extrinsic to it.
Nevertheless, these two interpretations are not only inconsistent with Mir
Damad’s philosophical principle of the primacy of quiddity (isalat al-
mahiyya), but they also fail to align with the content and context of this
narration as well as other related reports. This study analyzes and
examines Mir Damad’s perspective using a descriptive-analytical
method. The significance of addressing this issue lies in two key points:
first, his detailed interpretation has not been explicitly mentioned
elsewhere, and second, this study further clarifies the role of philosophy
in interpreting and explicating religious texts.

Keywords

Divine knowledge, Ma'rifat Allah bi-Allah, Mir Damad (Mir
Muhammad Bagir Astarabadi), existence (wujud), the Attributes of the
Essence (sifat dhatiyya).
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Interaction between Heredity and Human Educability Based on the
Anthropological Foundations of Transcendent Philosophy !

Hamed Komijani 2
Ali hammat banari 3
Mohammad Madi Gorjian *

ABSTRACT

The dynamic and fluid nature of human reality in the framework of Sadrian
philosophy leads to the emergence of new foundations in human educability.
These include the gradual nature of education, the transformative essence of
human nature through education, the goal of forming angelic attributes and
Divine faith in education, the necessity of considering the interaction
between soul and body, and the importance of physical health and natural
and animal desires throughout the educational process. These foundations
not only indicate the possibility of educating and nurturing humans in all
dimensions of existence but also reflect the broad scope of human
educability and its function concerning hereditary traits: Although
Transcendent Philosophy aligns with genetics in the principle of transferring
parental traits, based on Sadra's interpretation of free will and the two
principles of the potential for intrinsic transformation of humans and the
formation of their ultimate state through ethical education, it is possible to
neutralize these hereditary traits. Furthermore, the existential structure of an
individual can be shaped according to good ethical characteristics, and the
genetic structure of the educated can be altered based on the principle of
interaction between soul and body. Additionally, these characteristics can be
transferred to future generations. Assuming Sadrian anthropology and
adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the
foundations of human educability and their role in explaining the interaction
between heredity and human educability.

Keywords

fluid existence, educability, gradual nature of education, potential for
intrinsic  transformability, the transformation of parental traits,
neutralization of hereditary characteristics, creation of secondary nature.

1. Received: 2024/06/18 Accepted: 2024/08/11

2. PhD student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Bagheral Uloom University, Qom, lran.
hamedkomiganil369@Gmail.com

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Jurisprudence and Law, Al-
Mustafa International University, Qom, Iran. ah.banari@gmail.com

4. Professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy and Ethics, Bagheral Uloom University,
Qom, Iran. mm.gorjian@yahoo.com


https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&au=1094226&_au=Hamed++Komijani&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&au=1434829&_au=Ali+hammat++banari&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&au=1197437&_au=Mohammad+Madi++Gorjian&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=408674&_kw=fluid+existence&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561587&_kw=educability&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561588&_kw=gradual+nature+of+education&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561589&_kw=potential+for+intrinsic+transformability&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561589&_kw=potential+for+intrinsic+transformability&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561590&_kw=the+transformation+of+parental+traits&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561591&_kw=neutralization+of+hereditary+characteristics&lang=en
https://nasim-e-kherad.ismc.ir/?_action=article&kw=561592&_kw=creation+of+secondary+nature&lang=en

@ Leading Article

Explaining the Philosophical Principle of the Soul's Preoccupation
(Ishtighal) with the Body and Its Implications ?

ahmad shahgoli?

ABSTRACT

One of the topics discussed by philosophers in the realm of the soul is the
concept of the soul's preoccupation (ishtighal) with the body. The attachment
of the soul to the body and the governance of the material body by the soul
during earthly life is termed the soul's preoccupation with the body. The soul
is attached to the body to manage it, acquire perfections, and interact with the
material world. According to philosophers, this preoccupation (ishtighal)
results in effects such as creating a veil, not perceiving pains and pleasures,
not recognizing moral vices and virtues, not perceiving its own powers, and
diminishing the soul's strength in humans. The preoccupation of the soul and
the body are inversely related; the more attention is paid to spiritual matters,
the stronger the soul becomes, and the more attention is given to bodily
matters, the weaker the soul becomes. In this context, the degree of the soul's
preoccupation with the body, maintaining balance in preoccupation, and the
type of preoccupation are important. The soul's preoccupation with the
body can be voluntary or involuntary. In voluntary preoccupation, an
individual can direct the amount and quality of preoccupation through
voluntary actions. Therefore, the issue of factors that reduce the soul's
preoccupation with the body arises. This study aims to explain and analyze the
philosophical principle of the soul's preoccupation with the body and to
elucidate its anthropological implications. The method of data collection is
library-based, and the inference method is descriptive and rational analysis.
This topic has educational implications. Directed management of the soul's
preoccupation with the bodyand its physical aspects is effective in
strengthening personality. Reducing the soul's preoccupation with the
body and decreasing physical pleasures have various effects on the human
spirit, such as strengthening willpower, self-control, the ability to control
desires, and improving concentration skills.

Keywords
soul, body, soul's preoccupation (ishtighal) with the body, psychology.
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Examining Allameh Tabataba’i’s Answer to the Question of How the
Concept of Existence is Abstracted !

Reza EshaghNeya 2

ABSTRACT

Since the reality of external existence never comes to the mind, and the
only way to know it in acquired knowledge is through the concept of
existence, here is a question as to how the mind can conceptualize this
reality. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study explores the
dimensions, aspects, and roots of this question, and Allameh Tabatabai's
answer, and analyzes his answer. According to the answer, the mind, in
its first encounter with something like blackness, forms the proposition
"This blackness is blackness,” and from the independent reality of the
judgment and attribution between the subject and the predicate—which is
a mental phenomenon and a mental act and also a dual reality; in other
words, it is both mental and indicative of the external —abstracts the
concept in a perceptive form. It means that the mind represents the
concept of "to be," and finds a path to the external reality. Subsequently,
it looks at the relation and connection between the subject and predicate
independently and forms an independent concept for it, which first
appears as limited and added, i.e., the existence of the predicate for the
subject, and then, without adding to the subject, it is conceived in an
absolute form.

Keywords
the concept of existence, the reality of existence, essence, subjective
existence, judgment and attribution, abstraction of the concept of
existence.
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The Nature of Faith in the Intellectual and Epistemological
Framework of Shahid Morteza Motahhara!
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ABSTRACT

The discussion on faith across various eras and among humanity reveals an
inward, revelatory understanding of truth that has garnered attention from
religious individuals, thinkers, and scholars from the past to the present.
The significance of faith lies first in dividing societies, particularly those
with a religious foundation, into “faithful” and “faithless” groups. Second,
understanding its nature enables depicting human salvation, happiness, or
misery and misfortune. If this depiction is flawed, man's material and
spiritual lives face risks in belief and practice. The central question of this
study is to analyze and extract Morteza Motahari's views on the concept of
faith. By examining Motahari’s primary and original works, his
perspectives on faith have been identified, categorized, and concluded. In
his writings, Motahari addresses the topic of faith extensively. He
linguistically derives the term "faith” from the root a-m-n, interpreting it as
assurance and the absence of fear in the heart. He views the essence of
faith as a means of social functionality and a source of tranquility in life,
serving as the foundation for all virtues. Therefore, in his view, the nature
of faith is both individual and social. Motahari considers the object of faith
to be fundamentally tied to the unseen and regards its locus as the innate
nature (fitrah) of humans. He attributes significant tangible characteristics
and effects to faith. Ultimately, the conceptualization of faith in Motahari’s
thought encompasses individuals' internal and external domains and divine
revelation's narrated and rational aspects.

Keywords
nature of faith, epistemological framework, Morteza Motahari, fideism,
rational faith.
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A Comparison of the Perspectives of Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi and
Sadr al-Din Shirazi on Allah’s Attributes®

Hosain Oshaghi?

ABSTRACT

The perspectives of Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi on mysticism and Sadr al-Din
Shirazi (Mulla Sadra) on transcendent theosophy (al-Hekmat al-
Muta ‘aliyah) are closely aligned on certain issues. However, in many
respects, they differ or are even incompatible. One of the key issues that
highlights the divergence between the perspectives of Sadr al-Din Shirazi
and Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi is the discussion of Allah’s attributes. These
two perspectives differ fundamentally: according to Sadr al-Din al-
Qunawi, Allah’s attributes do not reside at the level of Allah's essence,
whereas Sadr al-Din Shirazi posits that although these attributes have
conceptual distinctions, their existence is identical to Allah’s.
Furthermore, according to al-Qunawi, the attributes, in terms of
existence, are virtual entities and, in terms of existential rank, are formed
at two levels beyond Allah’s essence. However, according to Mulla
Sadra (Sadr al-Muta‘allihin), they are real entities and exist without any
delay from the level of Allah’s essence. Ultimately, the superiority of the
mystical perspective over the philosophical perspective is demonstrated.

Keywords
Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi, Mulla Sadra (Sadr al-Muta’allihin), Allah’s
Attributes, Philosophy and Mysticism.
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An Examination of the Stability of Individuality in Transcendent
Theosophy!
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ABSTRACT

The article contends that personal identity and numerical unity
throughout one's life are certain and directly observable. In the
philosophy of Transcendent Wisdom, the human soul is the criterion for
this identity. Due to the body's constant changes and metabolic processes,
it is deemed ineffective in explaining personal stability. Despite this,
Transcendent Wisdom acknowledges the essential motion of the soul and
its invisibility, which can challenge the concept of personal stability both
ontologically and epistemologically. The article's analysis suggests that
motion only disrupts personal stability if it entails annihilation and
recreation. However, in Transcendent Wisdom, the soul's motion is
depicted as non-spatial, ensuring the previous self persists in subsequent
moments, with only its boundaries changing. Additionally, considering
the body as a lower level of the soul and the impossibility of material
reincarnation, the body, due to its connection with the soul, can serve as
an indicator of the identity of other individuals. Therefore, the stability of
personal identity in Transcendent Wisdom is a credible and defensible
theory.

Keywords
Personal-Identity, Mulla-Sadra, Soul, Substantial-Motion, Individuality,
Transcendent-Wisdom.
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