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Scientific-research Biannual Journal of

Islamic Philosophy

Vol. 11, Issue 2, successive No. 21, fall - winter 2026

Criticizing a Critique: A Critical Analysis
of the Article “Contemporary Islamic
Philosophy and the Challenges Ahead”?

Rouhollah Souri?

ABSTRACT

Some proponents of Western philosophy deem Islamic philosophy to be static and
ineffective. In his article “Contemporary Islamic Philosophy and the Challenges
Ahead”, Dr. Qodratollah Qorbani compiles the majority og the critiques in this
domain, Presentl_ng them across eleven thematic axes. The present study undertakes
a critical analysis of the aforementioned critiques; its principal findings are as
follows: 1. The indicators of dynamism have been selected without any underlying
logic, solely because they are attributed to Western philosophy—a selection that
constitutes beggln? the question (musadara ‘ala al-matliub). 2. Several of these
indicators are self-defeating, while others are redundant. 3. “Diversity in
philosophical method and subject matter” is an entirely flawed indicator that
culminates in academic chaos. 4. The “abstract nature of Islamic ﬁhilosoph ” does
not equate to mere mental fabrication; rather, it signifies the apprehension of deeper
layers of reality that elude others. 5. Seeking “independence” from the erroneous
assertions of predecessors is a truism, whereas seeking independence from their
correct assertions is an irrational approach. 6. “Avoidinﬁ dogmatism” is a
commendable practice that both Western and Islamic philosophies require to
maintain their dynamism. 7. The indicators of “addressing the questions of
contemporary humanity,” “practical applicability,” “engagement with other
domains of knowledge and philosophical school>s,,” “the capacity to generate
applied philosophies”, and “theorizing instead of imitation” are indeed beneficial,;
however, Islamic philosoph%/, much %ike Western philosophy, possesses certain
degrees of these elements while lacking others. Therefore, their absolute negation
in relation to Islamic philosophy is unjustified.

KEYWORDS: Islamic philosophy, western philosophy, dynamism, efficacy,
critique.

1. Received:2025.September.10 | Accepted: 2025.0ctaber.13
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran; Email: souri@khu.ac.ir
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A Cognitive Analysis of Coma with an
Emphasis on Avicenna’s Ilm al-Nafs
(Psychology)*

Ali Rezaei?, Ramezan Mahdavi Azadboni®

ABSTRACT

This study investigates the state of coma from the perspective of philosophical
‘ilm al-nafs (psychology), with a particular emphasis on the views of Avicenna
(Ibn Stna). The significance of this subject lies in elucidating the levels of human
cognition in a comatose state to improve therapeutic approaches; relying on pure
physiology has proven insufficient for analyzing and explaining all levels of
human cognition. This study aims to evaluate human cognition in a coma by
emphasizing the levels of consciousness within Avicennian ‘ilm al-nafs.
Methodologically, in the medical domain, it utilizes empirical laboratory data; in
the philosophical domain, it relies on library-based research; and it additionally
employs mathematical logic within a fuzzy space, utilizing natural and artificial
language values to construct a three-dimensional model. The findings of the study
demonstrate a cognitive elaboration of human perceptual states during a coma
based on the cognitive levels of the soul (maratib al-nafs) in Avicenna’s ‘ilm al-
nafs, conceptualized within the 3D model. Specifically, the natural language
values detail high intellectual perception, high imaginal perception, low or
completely absent sensory perception, and a minimal connection with the
physical body. The conclusion drawn from this study indicates a profound
connection between Avicennian philosophy and contemporary cognitive studies.

KEYWORDS: Avicenna’s ‘Ilm al-Nafs (psychology), coma, cognitive analysis,
levels of the soul (maratib al-nafs), mathematical modeling.
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Anatomy of Consciousness
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The cerebral cortex, thalamus, brainstem, and hypothalamus are largely respon-
sible for the conscious mind.
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The Quality of “Reference” (Irja )
through Words from the Perspective of
Analytic Philosophy, and its Examination
with Emphasis on the Philosophical
Views of ‘Allamah Muhammad-Taqt
Misbih Yazdi

Mahdi Ahmad Khan-Beigi?

ABSTRACT

In Frege’s view, every form of reference (irja ) from a word to an extra-mental object
occurs solely through the mediation of conceptual representation. By contrast, Russell
and the early Wittgenstein maintained that applying such a theory leads to the problem
of relativism. To escape this difficulty, they adopted two philosophical doctrines. First,
in order to exit the realm of the mind, awareness must, via concepts, terminate in
knowledge in which the subject is directly acquainted with a particular existing object
in the outside world. Second, following from this epistemic doctrine, they inferred a
linguistic doctrine: in linguistic propositions, there are always words that contain no
descriptive or conceptual meaning whatsoever, but are coined solely to serve as directly
referential devices pointing to realities with which we are immediately acquainted.
‘Allamah Misbah Yazdi, in evaluating these two doctrines, sides with Frege
regarding the second doctrine (concerning the impossibility of purely non-
descriptive words), while granting Russell and Wittgenstein partial correctness
regarding the first doctrine, but only in the domain of gadaya-yi kharijiyyah
(propositions about extra-mental states of affairs). After a brief examination of the
second doctrine, this article—using a descriptive-analytic method—offers an extended
analysis of the first doctrine, namely the “impossibility of direct reference of words”
(imtina i dalalat-i mustagim-i alfaz). It then considers the implications of this debate
for the nature of “meaning” (ma ‘na), the proper task of philosophy, and the
determination of philosophical method.

KEYWORDS: word, concept, reference (irja ), the fact (amr-i wagi ).
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A Critical Analysis of Gilbert Ryle’s View
on the Soul and the Consideration of Belief
in Its Substantiality as a Category Mistake
Based on the Foundations of Transcendent
Philosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah)*

Leila Nosrati?2, Mohammad-Javad Rezaei-Rah?®, Abbas Sheikh Shoaee*

ABSTRACT

In his book The Concept of Mind (1949), Gilbert Ryle denies the existence of the
soul and considers belief in its existence a category mistake. Using a series of
illustrative examples, Ryle explains the nature of category mistakes, generalizing
this concept to the soul, and considering belief in the soul a similar error. While
he accepts the existence of mental states, he argues that, unlike physical states
attributed to the body, non-physical states should not be attributed to an immaterial
substance called the soul. According to Ryle, mental states are nothing more than
behavioral dispositions, and the belief in a substance that underlies these states
stems from a misuse of language. In his view, the soul is merely a name assigned
to the collection of mental states and has no reality beyond language. This study
employs an analytical-critical method to examine and evaluate Ryle’s view.
Although the notion of a category mistake or confusion of categories—which he
employs to deny the existence of the soul—is a valid and well-defined fallacy in
its proper context, its unjustified generalization to the soul is unwarranted.
Aﬂplying the conclusions drawn from Ryle’s exam;lzlles to the soul constitutes a
fallacy of faulty generalization. On the other hand, stron? OPhllosophlcal
arguments have been presented to prove the existence of the soul, demonstrating
that the soul’s reality is undeniable and that a rational and justified belief in its
existence cannot be dismissed as a mere category mistake.

KEYWORDS: category mistake, Gilbert Ryle, soul, body, dualism.
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A Philosophical Analysis of the
Narrations on “Intention” (Niyyah)
Based on the Principles of Transcendent
Philosophy (Hikmat-e Muta ‘aliyyah)*

Mostafa Nagibi Joushani?, Seyyed Mahmood Mousavi®
ABSTRACT

This study systematically examines the ontological nature of niyyah (intention) and its
relationship to external action as presented in Islamic narrations, through the lens of
Hikmat-e Muta ‘aliyyah (Transcendent Philosophy). It addresses the fundamental
question: What is the ontological status of niyyah that makes it more foundational,
superior, and efficacious than external action? Using a descriptive-analytical
approach and library-based research, the study presents a precise conceptual
framework of niyyah and its relation to external actions. It concludes that the
human soul (nafs)—in its graded and unified reality—manifests actions in two
domains: jawarihi (by limbs) and jawanhi (by the heart). The action by limbs
precedes the action by the heart In ontological rank and serves as its causal
foundation. Thus, external actions are contingent upon the actions through the
heart and are considered their fruit and outcome. Furthermore, since niyyah is
classified as an action by limbs, it occupies a higher metaphysical rank than
external deeds. It is therefore more virtuous (afdal), more impactful, and plays a
more significant role in guiding the human being toward divine closeness (qurb
ila Allah).

KEYWORDS: intention (niyyah), external action, incorporeality of the soul,
substantial motion, union between the intellect and intelligible, relationship
between the soul and its faculties.
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A Conceptual Analysis of Philosophical
Education: A Meta-Synthesis of Diverse
Definitions?

Zahra Satarpanahi”, Jahangir Masoudi”, Abbas Javareshkian®

ABSTRACT

Philosophical education, as one of the most comprehensive forms of education,
has been defined in diverse ways by different thinkers. Providing a holistic
definition that both encompasses the various existing perspectives and offers a
distinct viewpoint contributes to a deeper understanding of the concept.
Accordingly, the main objective of this study is to refine the concept of
philosophical education and propose a new definition based on an analysis of
existing definitions. After a semantic examination of the components of the
term—namely “education” and “philosophy”—a new definition of philosophical
education is presented in connection with the concept of rational life. This
redefinition, grounded in the practice of a rational life, clarifies the position of
philosophical education in life. It also highlights the importance of codifying and
|mplement_|ng_ this educational approach in society to nurture wisdom-seeking
and wise individuals, as well as enhancing collective rationality toward the
realization of a rational community. The study employed a documentary method,
gathering data through library research. Subsequently, using meta-synthesis, the
information and ideas presented in previous studies were analyzed. The final
inference demonstrates the intrinsic link between “philosophical education” and
the concept of “philosophical life.”

KEYWORDS: education, philosophy, philosophical education, philosophical life,
rational life.
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The Function of the Principle of Tarjih
Bila-Marjih “Making a Preference
without a Preference” in Refuting the
Theory of Random Selection of Worlds®

Maryam al-Sadat Hashemi?

ABSTRACT

The principle of tarjih bila marjih (makln% a preference without a
preference/preponderance without a preponderant) is one of the foundational
rational principles in Islamic phllosoph¥ and theolog¥. It asserts the impossibility
of preferring one possibility over another without the presence of a causal or
rational preference. Historically, this principle has played a decisive role in
rejecting’ views grounded in randomness or non-Causal selection. One
contemporary theory that poses a significant challenge to Bhllosophlcal theology is
the “random’selection of worlds,” advanced within the framework of multiverse
hypotheses and certain interpretations of quantum mechanics. This theory claims
that the emergence or selection of our world among countless possible worlds is
merely the outcome of a random event, requiring_no rational preference. The
necessity of the present study lies in addressing this challenge from a
ratignal-philosophical perspective, while drawing upon the Islamic intellectual
tradition'in a manner that enables dialogue with Western philosophy of religion
and simultaneously remains faithful to the foundations of Islamic philosophy.
The findings demonstrate that any attempt to justify the random selection of’a
world inevitably falls_into the problem of rarjih bila marjih, and is_ therefore
logically incomplete. The originality of this research lies in two dimensions: first,
a comparative interpretation of this principle within the context of dialogue
between Islamic philosophy and contemporary philosophy of religion; second
the presentation qf a new analytical model showing that even physical models of
randomness require a prefererice at the metaphysical level. This study adopts an
analytical-critical approach, examining the elelstemolo ical and ontological
foundations of the principle of rarjih bila marjih, and applying it to critiqué the
theory of random_ selection of worlds, theréby highlighting the potential for
interdisciplinary dialogue and critique.

KEYWORDS: tarjih bila marjih (making a preference without a criterion for the
preference/preponderance without a ‘preponderant), causality, randomness,
random selection of worlds, philosophy of science.
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The Nature of Philosophical Kalam
(Islamic Theology)*

Mohammad-Mahdi Fereidouni?

ABSTRACT

Although the philosophical kalam (Islamic theology) has a long history in the
Islamic intellectual tradition, its precise nature has not yet been adequately
clarified. Contrary to those who attempt to minimize the role of philosophy within
kalam, 1, the author, argue that once kalam became philosophically oriented, all
of its core components underwent such a profound transformation that it is
difficult to equate it with classical or pre-philosophical kalam. Given the
fundamental role that philosophy plays in shaping ka/am—and in light of the
significant disagreements that exist regarding these philosophical foundations—
it is necessary for kalam theologians, before engaging in issues of ilahiyyat
bi-ma ‘na al-akhss (metaphysics (theology) in its particular sense), to first
determine their position within ilahiyyat bi-ma ‘na al-a‘amm (metaphysics
(theology) in its general sense). This study seeks to explain the elements of kalam
that have been transformed by philosophy and, in light of these changes, to offer
a precise definition of philosophical kalam. It also examines the distinguishing
features of philosophical kalam in comparison with other cognate disciplines,
thereby clarifying its intellectual relationship to them.

KEYWORDS: kalam (Islamic theology), philosophy, philosophical kalam,
quiddity (mahiyyah), subject-matter, end/goal (ghayah), method.
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A Comparative Study of the “Scientific
Status of Metaphysics” in the Thought of
Kant and Ayatollah Allameh Mesbah
Yazdi'

Abdullah Fathi?

ABSTRACT

The question of the “scientific status of metaphysics” constitutes one of the
foundational issues in philosophy, an issue that acquired new layers of
complexity with the emergence of Kant’s critical system. The significance of this
guestion lies in the fact that the fate of other branches of knowledge depends upon
how it is answered. Employing a comparative-analytical method, this study
examines the views of Immanuel Kant and Ayatollah Allameh Mesbah Yazdi on
this matter. The findings indicate that Kant, through his distinction between
phenomenon and noumenon and his criterion of synthetic a priori propositions,
declares traditional metaphysics impossible. Yet his position faces several major
challenges, including contradictions in explaining the Ding an sich
(thing-in-itself), methodological self-refutation, and a reductionist treatment of
philosophical concepts. In contrast, Allameh Mesbah Yazdi—drawing upon al-
ilm al-hudirt (knowledge by presence), the distinction between Frlmary and
secondary concepts, and the truth-disclosing nature of philosophical concepts—
offers a coherent epistemological framework that renders knowledge of
suprasensible realities possible. The study further shows that, despite its internal
difficulties, Kant’s critique of metaphysics is primarily directed at deficient forms
of metaphysics rather than at metaphysics as such. Moreover, hikmat-i
muta ‘aliyah (Transcendent Philosophyg), ¥| presenting a more complete and
integrated form of metaphysics, opens new horizons for grounding metaphysics
as a valid and rigorous science.

KEYWORDS: metaphysics, scientific status, Kant; Ayatollah Allameh Mesbah
Yazdi, intellect, comparative philosophy.
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An Analysis of Minor and Major
Quantifiers: A Structural Reconsideration
of Logical Quantification'
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ABSTRACT
In traditional logic, as well as in systems of modern logic, quantifiers have
enerally been restricted to two types: universal and particular. Notwithstanding
the utility of this binary division in simplifying the structure of propositions, it
encounters semantic difficulties in accounting for other kinds of statements,
whose analysis requires greater precision in the examination of quantified
structures. Adopting an analytical-critical approach and aiming to reconsider this
exclusivist framework, this study explains both the possibility and, subsequently,
the necessity of proposing a new structure for logical quantifiers. In this context,
it introduces the minor and major quantifiers, or, in other words, classified
guantifiers, as an effective alternative to the traditional binary division. This
explanation, which is grounded in an analysis of particular propositions (qadaya
Juz'iyya) and their inseparable connection with indefiniteness (ihmal), while
drawing upon the achievements of the traditional reductionist structure, and at the
same time preserving its distinction from fuzzy logic and probabilistic logic,
provides the possibility of a more ﬁremse and comprehensive analysis of extant
propositions. It further prevents the distortion of meaning in the domains of
natural language, revealed verses, and rational judgments (akkam ‘aqliyya). The
finding of this study is the proposal of a new, flexible, and highly applicable
framework for the analysis of propositions—one that moves beﬁond the binary
opposition between universality and particularity and opens new horizons for the
expansion of linguistic and conceptual logic..

KEYWORDS: particular proposition (gadiyya juz’iyya), quantitative indefiniteness,
universal and particular quantifiers, Probabll_ity logic, fuzzy logic, minor and major
quantifiers (al-suwar al-aqalliyya wa-l-akthariyya).
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An Ontological Analysis of the Pervasive
Governance of Reason over the Levels of the
Soul and Body from the Perspective of
Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat
al-Muta ‘aliyah) and Its Practical Implications!

Zeinab Ebadi?, Abbas Javareshkian®, Seyyed Mortaza Hosseini Shahrudi*

ABSTRACT

One of the fundamental issues in anthro&aology and the philosophy of the soul is
explaining how reason, as a higher and immaterial faculty, governs the lower
levels of the soul and the body—such as faculties of perception and movement,
and bodily actions. Drawing upon the principles of Transcendent Philosophy
(Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah) and employing a descriptive—analytical method, this
study examines how reason can direct and manage these lower faculties despite
their material and inferior nature. Based on principles such as the primacy of
existence (asalat al-wujud), the unity and simplicity of the soul, the union of soul
and body, and substantial motion (harakat jawhariyah), it is shown that reason,
as the highest level of the soul, possesses a pervasive, active, and graded presence
across other dimensions, guiding them accordingly. This interpretation of reason
as a dynamic and immanent presence within the soul’s realms provides a
philosophical framework for understanding human action in relation to its
existential levels. Within this framework, bodily acts, illuminated by rationality,
acquire degrees of transcendence and value, rising beyond mere behavior to a
higher ontological rank. Such an apﬁroach, in contrast to dualistic perspectives,
such as Peripatetic and Cartesian schools, offers a theoretical foundation for the
renewed reconstruction of ethical, educational, and psychological concepts based
on Transcendent Philosophy.

KEYWORDS: governance of reason, Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat
al-Muta ‘aliyah), existential pervasion, graded unity of the soul, union of soul and
body, rationalization.
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